Japanese Patent Publication (Kokoku) No.52-20968, published June 7, 1977 
Japanese Patent Application No.46-92844, filed November 19, 1971 
Title of the Invention: A method for producing DL-aspartic acid 
Applicant: Ajinomoto Co., Inc. 

Claim: 

1. A method for producing DL-aspartic acid using maleic anhydride, maleic acid 
or fumaric acid as a starting material, characterized by reacting said starting material 
with an aqueous ammonia in the presence of an alkali metal or alkaline earth metal, or 
heating said alkali metal or alkaline earth metal with the reaction mixture after the 
completion of the reaction; separating the produced DL-aspartic acid; and then 
recycling the remaining mother liquor as a part or all of the starting material. 
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